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1. Introduction

Political theory, comparative politics, international relations, public policy, political behav-
iour, and other subfields are only a few examples of the many in-depth areas that make up the 
broad discipline of political science. Each of these subfields provides information about many 
facets of the political world, including the operation of political systems, the conduct of indi-
viduals and groups during the political process, and the interactions between states and other 
international actors. For academics and decision-makers alike, comprehending these processes 
is essential because it enables us to make choices that have an  
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Abstract 

This paper meticulously dissects the multifarious subfields that comprise the expansive domain of political 

science. It furnishes an erudite exposition of political theory, public policy, international relations, 

comparative politics, political behaviour, political economy, environmental politics, gender and politics, global 

governance, human rights, political communication, and security studies. Each of these subfields is 

scrutinized with a discerning eye, extracting nuanced theoretical constructs and practical exemplifications 

drawn from diverse global contexts. In the realm of political theory, the paper embarks on a journey through 

ten pivotal political doctrines, unravelling their practical manifestations in the real world. The intricate 

tapestry of public policy is laid bare through a meticulous analysis of policy-making procedures, thereby 

offering profound insights into the confluence of governance and policymaking. International relations are 

elucidated by probing the intricate interplay between states and international actors, encompassing non-state 

entities and global organizations. Comparative politics, in turn, casts its gaze upon the intricate political 

systems and structures of regions as varied as South America, Africa, and Europe, fostering an 

understanding of the rich tapestry of global governance paradigms. Political behaviour is unveiled through a 

meticulous examination of the attitudes, convictions, and actions of political actors. Political economics 

unfurls the nexus between politics and economics, probing the influence of economic policies on political 

systems. Environmental politics delves into the intricate politics surrounding the environment, delineating the 

repercussions of environmental regulations on political landscapes. This paper thus offers a perspicacious 

overview of diverse political science subfields, buttressed by real-world illustrations. While it undeniably 

enriches our understanding, its inherent limitations necessitate further inquiry to plumb the depths of these 

complex domains. Nonetheless, this study serves as an invaluable resource, bestowing profound insights that 

can edify scholars, policymakers, and the informed citizenry alike. 
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impact on our society. In order to highlight their importance 
and practical applications, this research paper will give an out-
line of some of the most important political science subfields. 
In-depth analysis of each subfield will be done in this essay, 
along with instances of how the theories and ideas within each 
have been used in various locales and situations. Political theo-
ry will be covered in the first section of the essay, which will 
look at the ten most popular political ideas and their applica-
tion in the real world. The comparative politics section that 
follows will explore how political structures and systems vary 
between nations and regions using examples from various na-
tions. The focus of the essay will next shift to international 
relations, where it will address the interactions between states 
and other international entities using examples from various 
parts of the globe. 

The fourth half of the essay will focus on public policy, an-
alysing how policies are created and their effects on societies 
using examples from other nations. The fifth section will exam-
ine political conduct, looking at examples from many nations 
to show how people and groups participate in politics. Using 
examples from other nations, the sixth section of the essay will 
analyse environmental politics and the relationship between 
politics and the environment. The next section will examine the 
relationship between gender and politics, looking at examples 
from various nations to show how gender affects political 
structures and people. Using examples from various parts of 
the world, the eighth section of the essay will cover global gov-
ernance and how states and other entities collaborate to ad-
dress global issues. The ninth section will be devoted to human 
rights, exploring its importance in the political sphere using 
examples from diverse nations. The final part of the essay will 
examine security studies, looking at the several facets of securi-
ty, such as national security, international security, and human 
security, using examples from various parts of the world. Ulti-
mately, the goal of this study is to give a thorough review of 
some of the most important political science subfields while 
emphasising their relevance to and real-world uses. We may 
better grasp the political landscape and make decisions that 
have an influence on our societies by investigating these sub-
fields. 

2. Boundaries are Being Broken: Global Government in
the Twenty-First Century 

A branch of political science called comparative politics 
studies the parallels and discrepancies that exist among political 
structures and institutions in various nations and locations. 
Comparative analysis is used in this subject to find patterns and 
trends in political institutions, behaviour, and results. Political 
system identification and analysis is a crucial component of 
comparative politics (Regilme Jr, 2022). There are many ways 
to categorise political systems, but one popular approach is to 
do so in accordance with their degree of democracy (Chen, 
2021; L. M. Dellmuth & Tallberg, 2021). For instance, some 
nations have authoritarian systems where political power is 
concentrated in the hands of a select few people or groups, 
while others have democratic systems where citizens enjoy a 
great degree of political freedom and engagement. Comparative 
politics is to comprehend the operation of these various politi-
cal structures, the elements that influence their stability or in-
stability, and the effects they have on the daily lives of citizens 

(Curini, 2020; Knill & Tosun, 2020). Studying political institu-
tions is a crucial component of comparative politics. Rules, 
conventions, and practises that control political behaviour and 
decision-making are known as political institutions. Political 
institutions include things like constitutions, voting procedures, 
political parties, bureaucracy, and courts (Berg-Schlosser, 
Morlino, & Badie, 2020; Zeng, 2019). Comparative politics 
aims to comprehend these institutions’ operations, interactions, 
and effects on political outcomes across a range of political 
systems. Research on electoral systems is one instance of com-
parative politics. 

Election laws and procedures are used by citizens to 
choose their representatives. Several election systems, such as 
first-past-the-post, proportional representation, or a hybrid of 
the two, are used in various nations (Birkland, 2019; Runyan, 
2018). The effects of various electoral systems on voter turn-
out, the representation of various groups in government, and 
the overall stability of political institutions have all been re-
searched by comparative politics scholars (Kesselman, Krieger, 
& Joseph, 2018; Pease, 2018). For instance, studies have indi-
cated that first-past-the-post systems tend to yield more varied 
and representative legislatures than proportional representation 
systems, but they can also result in more unstable and fractured 
administrations. Studying political parties is an additional in-
stance of comparative politics research. Political parties are 
groups that compete with one another for influence in politics 
and represent various political ideas and interests (Balaam & 
Dillman, 2018; Chilcote, 2018). Comparative politics scholars 
have examined the many political party systems that exist in 
various nations, their organisational structures, and their influ-
ence on political results (McNair, 2017; Ringen, 2017). Accord-
ing to studies, parties in nations with proportional representa-
tion, as opposed to those in nations with first-past-the-post 
systems, typically have a larger spectrum of ideologies and in-
terests represented. 

3. Democracy, Social Movements, and the Power of the
People 

Comparative politics also aims to comprehend the influ-
ence of political institutions and systems on significant political 
outcomes, such as social welfare, economic growth, and inter-
national relations (Draper, 2017; Lasswell, 2017). Researchers 
have examined the link between democratic institutions and 
economic development, for instance, and discovered that de-
mocracies typically have better levels of economic development 
than authoritarian regimes. Some welfare state policies are 
more successful than others at eliminating social inequality and 
poverty, according to other researchers who have looked into 
this issue. In addition, comparative politics experts have looked 
at how political institutions and systems influence interstate 
relations, including how international organisations support 
international peace and cooperation. Comparative politics is a 
crucial area of study within political science that aims to identi-
fy, analyse, and explain the similarities and variations among 
political institutions and systems found in many nations and 
areas (Burnell, Rakner, & Randall, 2017; Van de Graaf, Sova-
cool, Ghosh, Kern, & Klare, 2016). Researchers that employ a 
comparative method can spot patterns and trends in political 
behaviour, institutions, and outcomes as well as gain a greater 
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comprehension of how political systems around the world 
function. 

 
Political science’s subfield of international relations focuses 

on the interactions between governments and other non-state, 
non-governmental, and transnational entities on the global 
stage. This field of study aims to comprehend the workings of 
international politics as well as the different forces that influ-
ence both cooperation and conflict on a global scale (B. Clark, 
2016; Riaz & Rahman, 2016). The investigation of global or-
ganisations is a crucial facet of international affairs. State-
created entities known as international organisations promote 
collaboration and coordination on matters of mutual interest. 
The World Trade Organization, the United Nations, and the 
International Monetary Fund are some examples of interna-
tional organisations. International organisations’ contributions 
to fostering collaboration and addressing world issues including 
terrorism, climate change, and economic inequality are the 
focus of research of international relations academics (Booth & 
Erskine, 2016; Sending, 2015). 

 
The study of international law is a vital component of glob-

al affairs. The body of laws and standards known as interna-
tional law governs how nations and other international actors 
must conduct themselves. Scholars of international relations 
investigate how international law influences interstate behav-
iour and fosters collaboration. They also research the sources 
of international law, such as conventions, case law, and basic 
legal precepts (J. Ishiyama, Miller, & Simon, 2015; McNabb, 
2015). Non-state actors are also a focus of research in interna-
tional relations theory. Non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), global enterprises, and international advocacy groups 
are all examples of non-state actors. These players have multi-
ple avenues for impacting global politics, including lobbying, 
public opinion, and direct action (Dupuy, Ron, & Prakash, 
2015; Rhodes & Hart, 2014). Academics in the field of interna-
tional relations investigate the impact of non-state players on 
global governance and the search for solutions to global prob-
lems. The study of international cooperation is an example of 
an area of inquiry into international relations. 
 
 
4. The Politics of Sustainability and the Environment 
 

To attain these goals, nations and other international play-
ers engage in a process known as international cooperation. 
Scholars of international relations examine factors including 
power imbalances, cultural differences, and institutional design 
to determine what drives or hinders international cooperation. 
Bilateral agreements, multilateral organisations, and global gov-
ernance frameworks are all sorts of international cooperation 
that are analysed. The study of war and security is another sub-
field of international relations. Scholars of international rela-
tions investigate the dynamics of war between nations and 
other international entities (Magone, 2014; Michie, 2014). They 
also look at other ways to settle disputes, like using force, di-
plomacy, and negotiation. Scholars of international relations 
also investigate the effectiveness of international peacekeeping 
operations, disarmament agreements, and international criminal 
tribunals in reducing the likelihood of and responding to vio-
lent conflict (Haynes, 2014; Heywood, 2014). Finally, experts in 
the field of international relations investigate how globalisation 
has affected international politics. When we talk about globali-
sation, we’re talking about the growing interdependence and 

interconnectivity of the world’s economies, communities, and 
cultures. 

 
Scholars of international relations analyse how globalisation 

affects international peace and stability. Technological devel-
opment, economic interconnectedness, and cross-cultural in-
terchange are only few of the aspects of globalisation that are 
investigated. International relations is a branch of politics that 
studies the relationships between different nations and other 
global players (Duffield, 2014; Telò, 2013). The goal of interna-
tional relations is to decipher the complex interplay of forces 
that determine the nature of international cooperation and 
conflict. Scholars of international relations learn about the nu-
ances of global governance and the difficulties faced by the 
international community through the study of international 
organisations, international law, non-state actors, and globalisa-
tion (Guzzini, 2013; Held, 2013). Attitudes, opinions, and be-
haviours of people and groups in the political process are the 
primary focus of the discipline of political science known as 
“political conduct.” This academic subfield investigates the 
dynamics of political participation, political identity formation, 
and political coalition building. The study of political engage-
ment is an important part of the study of political behaviour. 
The term “political engagement” describes the actions people 
take to influence the political system. Some ways to get in-
volved in politics are to vote in elections, go to political rallies, 
write or call your representatives, and join political groups 
(Finger & Princen, 2013; Graham, Shipan, & Volden, 2013). 
 
 
5. How can political theory be put into practice today? 
 

Experts in the field of political conduct investigate what 
drives people to get involved in politics, from a sense of civic 
obligation and social pressure to intellectual conviction. Voter 
suppression, inadequate information resources, and apathy are 
just some of the obstacles they investigate. The study of politi-
cal beliefs and values is also fundamental to the research of 
political behaviour. In contrast to one’s political beliefs, one’s 
political attitudes pertain to one’s perspective on politics as a 
whole, including one’s values and philosophies (Dalton, 2013; 
Thomas, 2012). Socialization, political environment, and cogni-
tive biases are only few of the aspects that academics of politi-
cal behaviour study. Voting patterns, political participation, and 
policy support are just some of the examples of how political 
attitudes and views are investigated. Scholars of political con-
duct also examine how a sense of self plays into political partic-
ipation. The term “identity” is used to describe one’s sense of 
who they are in connection to other people, typically those of 
the same race, gender, religion, or nationality (Krook & True, 
2012; Lim & Tsutsui, 2012). 

 
The importance of one’s identity in determining one’s po-

litical views and actions cannot be overstated. For instance, 
research has demonstrated that one’s gender identity can affect 
their stance on women’s rights problems, and that one’s racial 
identity can affect one’s stance on affirmative action legislation. 
Experts in the field of political conduct examine how one’s 
identity affects their political activity and how that action can 
either strengthen or threaten preexisting identities. Public opin-
ion research is an example of the study of political conduct. 
Simply put, public opinion is the consensus view of a popula-
tion on a certain topic or piece of legislation (Htun & Weldon, 
2012; Hulme, 2012). Experts in the field of political behaviour 
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examine how the media, political messaging, and interpersonal 
communication all play a role in shaping public opinion. They 
look at voter mobilisation, interest group lobbying, and policy 
advocacy as further channels through which public opinion 
might affect political conduct (Oppermann & Viehrig, 2011; 
Swedlow, 2011). The study of political psychology is another 
form of research into political behaviour. The field of research 
known as “political psychology” examines the mental processes 
that shape political preferences and actions. Experts in the field 
of political psychology investigate issues like political socialisa-
tion, political ideology, and political decision-making. They also 
investigate the role that a person’s emotions, personality traits, 
and cognitive biases play in shaping their stances on political 
issues (Norris, 2011; Odugbemi & Lee, 2011). Finally, academ-
ics that focus on political conduct investigate the impact of 
social networks. 
 
 
6. The Right and the Wrong: A Global Perspective on 
Human Liberties 
 

Relationships and ties between people and organisations in 
a society are what we mean when we talk about “social net-
works.” People are often influenced by the thoughts and be-
haviours of those around them, so social networks can play a 
strong role in moulding political attitudes and behaviour. Social 
networks, including peer pressure, social norms, and social 
movements, are all studied by experts in the field of political 
conduct. Political conduct is a branch of politics that investi-
gates how people participate in the political process by their 
thoughts, words, and deeds (J. T. Ishiyama & Breuning, 2011; 
Merry, 2011). Academics in the field of “political behaviour” 
seek to better understand how and why people get involved in 
politics by studying topics including voter turnout, political 
beliefs, identity, public opinion, political psychology, and social 
networks. The study of the relationship between politics and 
economics is known as political economy. It aims to decipher 
the reciprocal influences of political structures on economic 
policies, institutions, and outcomes (Breuning, 2011; Clapp & 
Dauvergne, 2011). 

 
Growth, inequality, globalisation, and the state’s role in 

economic development are just a few of the topics that political 
economists investigate. The study of economic inequality is an 
example of the type of research conducted by political econo-
mists. Income and wealth inequality have risen dramatically in 
many nations over the past few decades, prompting heated 
public debate and policy deliberations (Badie, Berg-Schlosser, 
& Morlino, 2011; Bernstein, 2011). Experts in political econo-
my investigate the role that shifts in technology, international 
trade, and national politics have in widening income gaps. They 
also look at how economic inequality affects voting patterns, 
who gets elected, and what kinds of policies people favour. 
Economic disparity, for instance, has been linked to lower 
voter turnout and less support for programmes that help low-
income groups in the United States. Examining trade policy is 
another area that has been studied through the lens of political 
economy. The term “trade policy” is used to describe the 
framework of laws and treaties that regulates commercial trans-
actions between nations (Avant, Finnemore, & Sell, 2010; 
Cerny, 2010). 
 
 

7. Economics and Politics in Public Policy: Bridging the 
Gap 
 

Politico-economic issues like domestic industry interests, 
voter preferences, and international organisation aims are stud-
ied by political economists. They also look at how trade policy 
might affect economic outcomes including the distribution of 
income and wealth and growth in the economy (Nash, 2009; 
Sing, 2009). A trade policy that has had a major effect on Eu-
ropean Union agricultural output, trade, and regional develop-
ment is the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The third 
common topic for political economy scholars is the analysis of 
monetary structures. The term “financial system” is used to 
describe the framework of an economy that allows for the 
smooth flow of money, goods, and services (Falleti & Lynch, 
2009; Goemans, Gleditsch, & Chiozza, 2009). Academics in 
the field of political economy investigate the impact of political 
and economic variables on financial markets and institutions. 
Financial systems’ effects on things like economic develop-
ment, financial security, and income and wealth distribution are 
also investigated. In the decades following World War II, Ja-
pan’s financial system played a key role in fostering economic 
growth and stability. In contrast, Greece’s financial system has 
been blamed for the country’s debt problem. The study of 
economic growth is a fourth area that has been the focus of 
political economy researchers. 

 
Through fostering economic growth, social progress, and 

the alleviation of poverty, economic development helps a na-
tion or region raise its overall standard of living (Acharya & 
Buzan, 2009; Brown & Ainley, 2009). Researchers in the field 
of political economy analyse the connections between variables 
like capital availability, human capital, and institutional struc-
tures, among others, and their effects on economic growth. 
They also look at the positive effects of economic growth on 
government, including democratisation, increased social wel-
fare, and increased political stability (Moran, Rein, & Goodin, 
2008; Steiner, Alston, & Goodman, 2008). Zimbabwe’s eco-
nomic growth and political stability have been hampered by a 
lack of access to finance and poor institutions, while South 
Korea’s rapid economic development in the 20th century may 
be attributed in large part to the government’s investment in 
human capital and technology. The study of environmental 
policy is another another area that has benefited from political 
economy analysis. The term “environmental policy” is used to 
describe the body of rules and regulations that are in place to 
ensure the conservation of natural resources and the preserva-
tion of ecological balance (Hamilton & Rhodes, 2008; Lebow, 
2008). Environmental policy is influenced by several factors, 
including public opinion, industrial interests, and international 
agreements, all of which are studied by political economists. 
They also look at how environmental policy might effect things 
like production costs, resource availability, and people’s stand-
ard of living in the economy (Castells, 2008; Goldstein, 2008). 
 
 
8. Influence Techniques: How to Win an Election Using 
Strategic Communication? 
 

The Brazilian government’s policies that encourage defor-
estation have boosted the country’s economy, but at a high 
environmental and social cost. In conclusion, political economy 
is an interdisciplinary study of the relationship between gov-
ernment and business. Researchers in the field of political 
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economy try to decipher the two-way street between the ways 
in which political systems in turn determine economic results 
through policy and institutional analysis. Economic inequality, 
trade policy, financial systems, economic development, and 
environmental policy are just few of the many topics that polit-
ical economists research (Booth & Wheeler, 2008; Buzan, 
2008). Scholars can learn more about the complicated interac-
tions between economics and politics by looking at these issues 
from a political economy lens. When it comes to promoting 
economic growth and social welfare, political economy studies 
can shed light on the potential outcomes of various policy op-
tions (Bull & McNeill, 2007; Simmons, Dobbin, & Garrett, 
2006). Political economy is a lively and developing topic that 
keeps shedding light on the intricate interplay between gov-
ernment and business. Research in political economics will be 
crucial in guiding us through the difficulties and opportunities 
of the 21st century, as the globe becomes ever more interde-
pendent and complicated (Levi-Faur, 2005; Stolle, Hooghe, & 
Micheletti, 2005). 

 
To solve societal problems and difficulties, governments 

engage in a process known as “public policy.” Education, 
healthcare, environmental protection, social welfare, and even 
national security are all included. To better meet the require-
ments of society, researchers in the field of public policy study 
how policies are developed, put into action, and assessed 
(Haussman, 2005; Landman, 2005). The analysis of healthcare 
policies is an example of public policy research. The term 
“health care policy” is used to describe the rules and regula-
tions that are in place to ensure that everyone has access to 
quality medical treatment. Health policy is influenced by a vari-
ety of political and economic aspects that academics in the field 
of public policy investigate. Health policy’s effects on health 
are also investigated; this includes, but is not limited to, ex-
panding access to care, decreasing health inequities, and en-
hancing the quality of service provided (Beck, 2005; Dahlgren, 
2005). In the United States, for instance, the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act (ACA) has been a significant health 
care policy initiative with the goal of expanding access to health 
care for millions of people. Examining educational policy is 
another type of public policy analysis. 
 
 
9. Women’s Political and Leadership Participation in the 
Gender Agenda 
 

The term “education policy” is used to describe the rules 
and regulations that are in place to ensure that everyone has 
access to quality educational opportunities. Experts in public 
policy investigate the influence of groups like teachers’ unions, 
public opinion, and government funding on educational deci-
sions. Student accomplishment, educational inequalities, and 
opportunities for upward mobility are just a few of the topics 
covered, along with the role that policy can play in shaping 
these outcomes (Ba & Hoffmann, 2005; Balzacq, 2005). Fin-
land’s education system, for instance, has been lauded for its 
commitment to fairness, with measures that work to eliminate 
inequalities in schooling and ensure that all children have ac-
cess to a good one. The study of environmental policy is a third 
form of public policy research. The term “environmental poli-
cy” is used to describe the body of rules and regulations that 
are in place to ensure the conservation of natural resources and 
the preservation of ecological balance. Environmental policy is 
influenced by a variety of factors, including industrial interests, 

public opinion, and international accords, all of which are stud-
ied by public policy researchers (Teegen, Doh, & Vachani, 
2004; Voltmer, 2004). They also look at how environmental 
policy might effect things like production costs, resource avail-
ability, and people’s standard of living in the economy. The 
Energiewende (energy transition) in Germany, for instance, is a 
major environmental policy programme with the goal of pro-
moting renewable energy and decreasing the country’s reliance 
on fossil fuels. The study of social welfare policy is a fourth 
form of public policy research. 

 
The term “social welfare policy” is used to describe the sys-

tem of laws and programmes put in place to aid low-income 
people and families. Social welfare policy is influenced by a 
variety of factors, including public opinion, government fund-
ing, and the interests of social welfare organisations, all of 
which are studied by public policy academics (Peterson, 2004; 
Stone, 2004). They also take a look at the effects that social 
welfare policy has on things like poverty rates, health statistics, 
and opportunities for advancement in society. Old Age Security 
(OAS) in Canada, for instance, is a major social welfare policy 
project that helps retirees financially. Finally, the study of na-
tional security policy is an example of public policy research. 
To safeguard its population and interests from external threats, 
governments implement a set of policies and programmes 
known as national security policy. Experts in public policy 
investigate the influence of public opinion, international 
agreements, and the vested interests of defence contractors on 
domestic security policy (Micheletti & Stolle, 2004; Norris, 
2004). 

 
Foreign policy, military spending, and civil freedoms are 

just a few examples of how national security policy can effect 
domestic and international politics. The United States’ War on 
Terror, for instance, has had far-reaching effects both at home 
and abroad because it is a cornerstone of the country’s national 
security policy. Public policy is an important academic disci-
pline because it investigates the processes through which gov-
ernments formulate policies and implement programmes to 
address societal problems. Health care, education, environmen-
tal protection, social welfare, and national security are just 
some of the policy domains that might benefit from the in-
sights provided by public policy research, which analyses these 
fields to better understand how policies are developed, imple-
mented, and assessed (Chilton, 2004; Mettler & Soss, 2004). 
 
 
10. National Security and Foreign Policy: An Exploration 
of their Complexities 
 

The evidence-based recommendations and evaluations of 
policy efforts can be provided by public policy research and 
utilised to inform policy-making. Decisions about the design 
and execution of health care programmes, for instance, can be 
informed by research on the effect of health care policies on 
health outcomes. Research into the effects of social welfare 
programmes on poverty levels is similarly useful for shaping 
and allocating resources to such initiatives. Also, public policy 
research can add to public debates on policy issues by clarifying 
the myriad political and economic elements that go into making 
policy decisions (Cardenas, 2004; Inglehart & Norris, 2003). 
This can promote more accountability and openness in the 
policy-making process and encourage more well-informed pub-
lic conversation. Public policy research is an essential field of 
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study because it investigates the relationship between politics 
and policy and how policies might be implemented to solve 
societal problems. Evidence-based policymaking, informed 
public discourse, and the promotion of greater accountability 
and openness in the policy-making process are all possible 
outcomes of public policy research that examines different 
policy domains and the factors that impact policy decisions 
(Arts, 2003; Bimber, 2003). To put it simply, political theory is 
the academic study of the nature and principles behind gov-
ernmental institutions and the distribution of power. It takes a 
normative look at how politics should be organised and how 
individuals and societies should relate to one another, and it 
investigates the underlying beliefs and ideals that influence 
political behaviour and institutions. The nature of the state and 
the state’s relationship to individuals are central problems in 
political philosophy. 

 
In the United States, for instance, political theorists have 

long argued over how much power the government should 
have vs how much people should have. The difference be-
tween “negative” and “positive” liberty is one topic of conten-
tion. To be free from restraints on one’s actions is an example 
of negative liberty, whereas being free to act in accordance with 
one’s own values and priorities is an example of positive liberty 
(R. B. Hall & Biersteker, 2002; Schudson, 2002). Philosopher 
John Rawls advocated for a “liberal” vision of justice that plac-
es an emphasis on safeguarding personal freedoms and enforc-
ing a social contract that ensures everyone is treated fairly. Un-
derstanding power and how it is used is another fascinating 
topic in political theory. French philosopher Michel Foucault 
claimed that power is present in all facets of life, not just the 
state and other formal institutions. He argued that power may 
be both productive and oppressive, and that it is exercised 
through systems of monitoring, discipline, and normalisation. 
Many political scientists, especially feminists and critical race 
theorists, have been affected by this viewpoint. 
 
 
11. The Influence of the Media on Public Opinion and its 
Implications for Politics 
 

Justice and equality are key topics in political thought. The 
question of how fairly society’s resources and opportunities 
should be distributed is an example of this kind of contentious 
debate (Cooley & Ron, 2002; Young, 2001). Philosopher Am-
artya Sen has advocated for a “capability approach to justice,” 
which places emphasis on ensuring that people have the re-
sources they need to pursue meaningful lives. This viewpoint 
stresses the significance of universal access to quality 
healthcare, education, and economic opportunity. Ideology’s 
influence on political attitudes and actions is another topic 
explored by political theory. Confucianism, a political doctrine, 
has had a major impact on China’s political culture and institu-
tions. Government institutions and policies in China can be 
traced back to Confucianism, which places value on morality 
and social harmony. Similar to how Marxist political theory was 
instrumental in the 20th century creating political movements 
and policies in numerous nations. The intersection between 
politics and culture is another topic of inquiry for political the-
ory. Dharma, for instance, has been crucial in shaping political 
culture and institutions in India. 

 
Dharma, the Indian concept for a code of ethics that 

guides individual behaviour and interpersonal interactions, has 

played a role in shaping India’s political system and policies. To 
sum up, political theory is an expansive and multidisciplinary 
study of government, power, and justice. 

 
Critical insights into the tangled dynamics of politics and 

governance in different countries and regions can be gleaned 
from the study of political theory, which examines fundamental 
questions and debates such as the state’s place in people’s lives, 
the character of power and ideology, and the impact of culture 
on politics (P. A. Hall & Soskice, 2001; Krieger & Crahan, 
2001). Liberalism is a political ideology that advocates for civil 
liberties, social justice, and a smaller, more effective state. The 
United States Declaration of Independence, with its emphasis 
on individual liberties and limited government, is a prototypical 
liberal declaration. The conservative political theory upholds 
these three tenets: tradition, authority, and personal accounta-
bility. One well-known conservative who advocated for free-
market economics and personal responsibility was Margaret 
Thatcher, the former prime minister of the United Kingdom. 
Collective ownership of production and distribution infrastruc-
ture is central to the socialist political system. For instance, the 
Soviet Union was a socialist country that tried to establish a 
method of public ownership of industrial facilities. 
 
 
12. Analyzing Political Systems Abroad: Comparative 
Governance 
 

Marxism is a political philosophy that advocates for the 
violent downfall of capitalism society and the centrality of the 
class struggle. One Marxist political party in power since 1949 
is the Chinese Communist Party. Nationalism, authoritarian-
ism, and loyalty to one’s leader are essential tenets of fascism, a 
political ideology. Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler was a 
classic example of a fascist state, notorious for its ruthless 
crackdown on dissidents and atrocities against the civilian pop-
ulation. Politically, anarchists reject all institutions of authority 
in favour of a society based on voluntary collaboration and 
mutual aid. The anarchist movement, for instance, was crucial 
to the outcome of the Spanish Civil War, which ranged from 
1936 to 1939. Feminism is a political ideology that seeks to 
eradicate discrimination against women and girls and promote 
gender equality (Finnemore & Sikkink, 2001; Jackson, 2000; 
O'brien, 2000). An example of a modern feminist movement 
aiming to bring attention to sexual harassment and assault is 
the #MeToo campaign. Environmentalism is a political ideolo-
gy that prioritises conservation and long-term economic 
growth (Bennett & Entman, 2000; Guiraudon & Lahav, 2000). 
The Green Party, for instance, is a political faction that cam-
paigns for more equitable environmental policies and social 
welfare. 

 
The political concept of multiculturalism promotes open-

ness to and appreciation of a wide range of cultural practises 
and perspectives. Canada, for one, has a government-
sanctioned multiculturalism programme because of the value it 
places on its many different ethnic and religious communities. 
Postmodernism is a political ideology that places an emphasis 
on how language and discourse shape political power by high-
lighting the social construction of reality. Feminist postmod-
ernists, for instance, have argued that it’s crucial to understand 
how gendered language and discourse play a part in forming 
social norms and institutions (Norris, 1999; Zoninsein, 1999). 
These are but a few instances of the wide variety of political 
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ideas that exist and how they have been implemented in prac-
tise. Each theory provides a unique understanding of politics 
and the place of individuals and institutions, and all have influ-
enced the growth of diverse political structures and social 
movements. Democratization refers to the process through 
which a country moves from an authoritarian or undemocratic 
system to one that is more representative of the people 
(Katzenstein, Keohane, & Krasner, 1999; Norris, 1999). Fol-
lowing are some current attempts for democracy around the 
world: When thinking about a country that has undergone a 
successful democracy process, South Africa immediately comes 
to mind. Under the apartheid system, the country was ruled by 
a white minority government that excluded the majority Black 
population from decision-making and other governmental 
processes. 
 
 
13. Women and Ethnicity in Politics: Power, Identity, and 
Representation 
 

After years of struggle, the apartheid system collapsed in 
the 1990s, and free elections were finally conducted in 1994. A 
new constitution was drafted to guarantee the rights of all citi-
zens after lengthy negotiations between the apartheid admin-
istration and opposition organisations. The democratisation 
process has also spread to Indonesia in recent years. The mili-
tary played a major role in government under the totalitarian 
governments that dominated the country for decades. The 
authoritarian leader Suharto was eventually removed and a 
more democratic government put in place as a result of popu-
lar uprisings and civil society movements in the late 1990s. A 
new constitution was written, and free and fair elections were 
set up as part of this process. Democratic reforms have been 
implemented in Myanmar (formerly Burma) in recent years, 
albeit with shaky and unfinished results. For decades, a military 
junta held power in the country, restricting political freedom 
and committing gross violations of human rights. In 2011, 
however, the administration initiated reforms and a shift to-
wards a more democratic structure. Political prisoners were 
released, censorship rules were softened, and free and fair elec-
tions were held in 2015. Despite this, the military continues to 
wield considerable influence in the administration and stands 
accused of using violence and intimidation to undermine the 
democratic process. 

 
Once the military dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet col-

lapsed, Chile underwent a period of liberalisation. Pinochet 
assumed power in a coup in 1973 and stayed in office for 17 
years, during which time he suppressed political opposition and 
committed widespread human rights abuses. The move to a 
more democratic system, however, occurred in the late 1980s 
as a result of pressure from civil society groups and interna-
tional actors. Free and fair elections were established and the 
first democratic elections were held in 1989 after a new consti-
tution was drafted. During the uprisings of the Arab Spring in 
2010 and 2011, Tunisia began the path of democratisation. 
Under President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, the country was 
ruled by an authoritarian government that severely curtailed 
political freedoms and allowed extensive corruption. However, 
a more democratic system was established after protests and 
civil society movements toppled Ben Ali. The first truly demo-
cratic elections took place in 2014, after a new constitution was 
drafted and free and fair voting procedures were put into place. 
These cases show how multifaceted and different democratisa-

tion campaigns can be. Free and fair elections, bolstering civil 
society, and protecting individual rights and freedoms are all 
hallmarks of the democratisation process, which has its own 
distinctive nuances in each country. 
 
 
14. International Collaboration to Address Global Security 
Threats and Opportunities 
 

The examples of Myanmar and Tunisia show that the path 
to democracy is not always easy and that setbacks and difficul-
ties are commonplace. Countries that want to create more fair 
and equitable forms of government still need to work towards 
democratisation. The study of environmental politics involves 
examining the policies and organisations that determine how 
human civilizations interact with their natural environments 
(Della Porta & Kriesi, 1999; Milner, 1998; Smith, Chatfield, & 
Pagnucco, 1998). Climate change, pollution, biodiversity, and 
sustainable development are just few of the topics at the centre 
of environmental politics. Below are some current initiatives in 
environmental politics from around the world. When it comes 
to environmental policy, Germany has been at the forefront, 
especially in the movement towards a renewable energy econ-
omy. The government has instituted programmes to increase 
the use of renewable energy sources like wind and solar, and 
has established lofty goals for cutting carbon dioxide emissions. 
The German government has invested in public transportation 
and encouraged cycling as part of its efforts to promote sus-
tainable transportation. Germany has been able to drastically 
cut its emissions of greenhouse gases while maintaining a ro-
bust economy thanks to these initiatives. 

 
When it comes to environmental policy, Costa Rica stands 

out as a leader, especially in the realm of conserving the coun-
try’s rich biodiversity. Around a fourth of the country’s territo-
ry is now protected by a network of national parks and other 
reserves. Sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, has be-
come a significant cash source for Costa Rica, so the country 
has adopted measures to encourage it. Furthermore, Costa Rica 
has set lofty goals for carbon neutrality, with a target date of 
2050. Air pollution and the release of greenhouse gases are two 
major environmental problems that China has had to deal with. 
In recent years, however, the Chinese government has attempt-
ed to use environmental politics to address these problems. 
The government has enacted laws to lower pollution levels, 
such as cutting back on coal consumption and encouraging the 
use of electric vehicles. 

 
China has likewise established lofty goals for lowering its 

greenhouse gas emissions and has emerged as a global leader in 
renewable energy, particularly solar power. Specifically with 
regards to climate change, Australia’s environmental policies 
have come under fire. The government has been accused for 
not doing more to combat climate change, despite the fact that 
the country is one of the world’s greatest per capita producers 
of greenhouse gases. On the other hand, environmental poli-
cies have also been advanced by civil society organisations and 
some state governments. Some state governments, for instance, 
have established goals for the usage of renewable energy 
sources and have enacted legislation to minimise emissions of 
greenhouse gases. 
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15. Understanding the Connection Between Government 
and Economic Development 
 

The Amazon jungle in Brazil is one of the most biologically 
varied places on Earth. Nonetheless, deforestation has been a 
major issue for the country in recent years. Brazil’s government 
has taken steps to curb deforestation by creating protected 
zones and ramping up enforcement. Nonetheless, questions 
regarding the government’s dedication to environmental pro-
tection have been raised, especially under the present admin-
istration. These cases show how diverse and nuanced environ-
mental politics may be on a global scale. Some nations have 
made great strides towards promoting environmental policy 
and sustainability, while others confront daunting obstacles and 
have been chastised for their inaction. With the globe facing 
significant environmental concerns including climate change 
and biodiversity loss, environmental politics remains an im-
portant field of research and vital area of policy attention. The 
study of gender and politics delves into the many facets of 
gender’s impact on government and politics. It looks at how 
men and women are treated differently in politics and how it 
affects public policy and legislative outcomes. Actual initiatives 
addressing the intersection of gender and politics from 
throughout the world are highlighted here. 

 
Rwanda is a country that has actively sought to expand the 

political engagement of women. A quota system mandating 
that at least 30% of seats in parliament be held by women was 
instituted by the government in 2003. More than 60% of par-
liament members in Rwanda are women because to this strate-
gy, giving them one of the highest ratios of women’s political 
representation in the world. The United States has a long tradi-
tion of sexism in government. Despite some improvement in 
this area in recent years, women continue to be underrepre-
sented in positions of political power. Nonetheless, initiatives 
have been taken to rectify this disparity, such as the establish-
ment of EMILY’s List, which endorses pro-choice female can-
didates for office. Sweden is well-known as a progressive na-
tion that supports equal rights for women in government. Po-
litical parties are required to have an equal number of men and 
women on its candidate lists, for example, as part of the coun-
try’s efforts to promote gender equality. Sweden now boasts 
one of the highest rates of female political representation in the 
world as a direct result of these efforts. Women have had ex-
tremely few opportunities to participate in politics in Saudi 
Arabia. Recent years, however, have seen some initiatives taken 
to remedy this. 
 
 
16. How to Make Smart Choices in the Face of Complex 
Policy Environments? 
 

Women gained the right to vote and run for office in 2015. 
The election of the first female mayor in 2018 is only one ex-
ample of the slow but steady progress that has been made. 
There has been a long history of difficulties in India due to the 
underrepresentation of women in government. There have 
been worries raised regarding violence against women in poli-
tics, and women are underrepresented in positions of power. 
Yet, there have also been measures to boost women’s partici-
pation, such as the introduction of reservation legislation that 
set aside a specific number of seats in municipal administration 
for women. These cases show how various and intricate gender 
and politics initiatives can be. Some nations have made great 

strides in achieving political parity for women, while others 
have been condemned for failing to do enough. Despite this, 
the intersection of gender and politics continues to be a hot 
topic for academics and policymakers alike, especially in light 
of the pressing global issues of gender discrimination and ine-
quality. The term “global governance” is used to describe the 
systems, organisations, and processes that are employed to 
manage and regulate international problems. It necessitates the 
concerted efforts of several entities, such as governments, 
agencies, NGOs, and businesses, all working together. 

 
Below are some initiatives that various nations have taken 

to improve global governance. About two hundred countries in 
the world joined the Paris Agreement in 2015 to combat cli-
mate change on a global scale. The goal of the accord is to 
keep the global average temperature increase to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius over pre-industrial levels, with attempts made to keep it 
even lower. It also requires governments to report their pro-
gress on a regular basis and improve their goals as time goes 
on. To encourage international collaboration and forestall war, 
the United Nations was established in 1945. In terms of global 
governance, the United Nations has been instrumental in fields 
including peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, and development. 
The United Nations is also a meeting place for nations to co-
operate on international issues like climate change and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The World Trade Organization (WTO) 
is an intergovernmental agency charged with coordinating 
commercial activity around the world. Its primary goal is to 
facilitate unimpeded, orderly, and free trade. Tariffs and subsi-
dies are just two examples of trade-related issues that might be 
negotiated on the WTO’s platform. The International Criminal 
Court (ICC) is a court of last resort with jurisdiction over the 
most serious international crimes like genocide and crimes 
against humanity. 
 
 
17. Technology’s Influence on Political Conduct in the 
Era of Digital Revolutions 
 

The International Criminal Court is meant to work in tan-
dem with existing national judicial systems and has authority 
only over individuals, not states (Immergut, 1998; Jervis, 1998; 
Katzenstein, Keohane, & Krasner, 1998). The Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria was formed in 2002 as a public-
private partnership to bolster international efforts to combat 
these three diseases. The Global Fund is an international or-
ganisation that helps fund health initiatives worldwide. Human 
rights are the fundamental liberties and protections to which all 
people are entitled regardless of their location, race, gender, or 
belief system (Archibugi, Held, & Köhler, 1998; Bennett, 1998; 
A. M. Clark, Friedman, & Hochstetler, 1998). National and 
international laws frequently include provisions to protect these 
rights, with the goal of preventing abuse and discrimination. 
Human rights violations in the following situations are all quite 
genuine. Journalists have been imprisoned and media outlets 
that were critical of the government have been shut down in 
recent years. Also, the government has blocked social media 
and imprisoned people for posting critical content. Human 
rights groups have identified education as a top concern in 
Nigeria. Poverty, discrimination, and a lack of safety have kept 
millions of Nigerian children from going to school. Many 
young women are prevented from continuing their education 
because they are married off at a young age or become preg-
nant. 
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The government has taken steps to expand educational op-
portunities, but more must be done to reach every child. A law 
prohibiting “promotion of atypical sexual relations” was passed 
in Russia in 2013 and has been widely cited as an example of 
the country’s poor treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) people. State and non-state actors alike 
have utilised the law to legitimise their violent and harassing 
treatment of LGBT people. Millions of people have fled Syria 
in search of safety as a result of the ongoing turmoil there. 
Many of these refugees encounter insurmountable obstacles 
while trying to exercise their right to life necessities including 
housing, food, and medical care. Reports of abuse and preju-
dice against refugees in host nations have also drawn criticism. 
Forced assimilation, the elimination of Indigenous languages, 
and the residential school system are only some examples of 
Canada’s long history of prejudice and abuse of its Indigenous 
population. Although initiatives such as the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission have been taken to redress these wrongs, 
Indigenous peoples continue to confront substantial obstacles 
in exercising their human rights. Women in Saudi Arabia have 
substantial legal and societal impediments to exercising their 
human rights, and the country has been criticised for its treat-
ment of women. Travel, schooling, and medical treatment are 
just few of the areas where women need to be accompanied by 
a male guardian. They can’t drive and are limited in their ability 
to work. 
 
 
18. Successful Transitions to Democracy: Examining the 
Democratization Debate 
 

The United States is one of the wealthiest countries, but 
there are large gaps in healthcare coverage. There are millions 
of individuals who do not have access to health insurance, and 
even those who do may not be able to afford the care they 
need. Those at the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder and 
people of colour feel the effects of this the most. These in-
stances show that human rights problems are intricate and 
multidimensional, with varying degrees of difficulty in different 
countries. The efforts of the United Nations and other human 
rights organisations to promote and preserve human rights are 
also highlighted. The term “political communication” is used to 
describe the process of sharing information, ideas, and opin-
ions regarding political topics and actors via means such as the 
media, public speeches, and interpersonal interactions (Adler, 
1997; Mowlana, 1997). The ability to disseminate information 
about political issues, influence public opinion, and hold elect-
ed officials responsible is crucial in democracies. These are 
some instances of actual political discourse from around the 
world. Throughout the contentious and often divisive presi-
dential elections in the United States, politicians and their cam-
paigns engage in considerable political communication. Politi-
cians try to get their policy perspectives over to voters using a 
variety of channels, including as television debates, campaign 
rallies, social media campaigns, and advertising (Bratton, 1994; 
Cox & Sinclair, 1996; Gill, 1995). 

 
Social media sites like Twitter and Facebook were used ex-

tensively by candidates in the 2020 presidential election to 
reach out to tens of millions of potential voters. A classic case 
of effective political communication is the 2016 Brexit referen-
dum in the United Kingdom. Both the Brexit and the Remain 
camps utilised numerous strategies to sway voters, such as paid 
media, rallies, door-to-door canvassing, and online and social 

media outreach. The Brexit campaign was very effective at 
appealing to voters’ emotions and pride in their country to win 
the vote. Twitter and Facebook played a significant role in 
facilitating the 2011 Arab Spring protests that swept the Middle 
East. Citizens made use of these mediums to coordinate 
demonstrations, disseminate news, and keep in touch with one 
another and the world at large. The uprisings that resulted in 
the removal of several autocratic regimes in the area were large-
ly amplified and galvanised by social media. With over 800 
million people of voting age, India is the largest democracy in 
the world. Parties in India’s election campaigns rely heavily on 
political communication strategies like mass rallies, door-to-
door canvassing, and targeted advertising to reach voters. The 
use of social media sites like Twitter and Facebook by political 
parties to communicate with voters and propagate their mes-
sage has also become increasingly crucial in recent years. 

 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is well-known for its 

sophisticated political communication strategies, which have 
helped it to keep its iron grip on power. The CCP employs 
state-owned media to disseminate its message and silence crit-
ics. WeChat and other social media are used by the party to 
track dissidents and manage public opinion. Throughout Mexi-
co’s ongoing drug war, the government’s method for com-
municating with the public has been criticised for lacking 
openness and accountability. There have been allegations that 
the administration has been withholding information regarding 
the scope of the violence. This has caused considerable scepti-
cism about government response to the situation. These in-
stances highlight the significance of political communication in 
moulding public opinion and altering political results. They also 
bring attention to the myriad strategies employed by govern-
ments, political parties, and social movements to spread their 
message and further their goals. Successful political communi-
cation necessitates the free flow of information, which in turn 
necessitates transparency, accountability, and openness in gov-
ernment (Agnew, 1994; Pierson, 1993; Walker, 1993). The 
study of security, its origins and management, spans several 
academic disciplines. Concerned with military, political, eco-
nomic, and social aspects of national and international security. 
This paper will provide a comprehensive overview of security 
studies, citing numerous actual case studies from a variety of 
countries. Military security is a primary focus area for scholars 
of this field. 

 
The term “defensive war” describes the employment of 

armed forces to prevent harm to a country or its interests. Se-
curity scholars have paid a lot of attention to the fact that mili-
tary defence consumes a sizable amount of many governments’ 
budgets. There has been discussion between policymakers and 
scholars on whether or not the United States should spend so 
much money on military defence. Intelligence gathering and 
analysis is another facet of security studies. The ability to detect 
and counteract security risks requires accurate and timely intel-
ligence. Intelligence agencies exist in a wide variety of nations 
to collect and assess data on potential dangers to national secu-
rity (Held, 1992; Knoke, 1990; Lipschutz, 1992). The United 
States’ Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) is one such organisa-
tion, with the mission of gathering and evaluating information 
about risks to national security. In the field of security analysis, 
terrorism is also a top priority. Terrorist organisations are so 
dangerous because they threaten global safety. The 9/11 at-
tacks in 2001, for instance, shook the globe awake to the threat 
of terrorism and prompted several nations to take action. Many 
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nations have responded by ramping up their counterterrorism 
efforts in the hopes of preventing future attacks. The field of 
security studies as a whole has expanded to include cyber secu-
rity, which has become increasingly relevant in recent years. 
New threats to safety have emerged as a result of widespread 
adoption of digital technology and internet use. 

 
Cyberattacks have had serious effects on the economics 

and national security of several countries. Examples of major 
cyberattacks in the United States include Russian meddling in 
the 2016 U.S. presidential election and the SolarWinds hack in 
2020. Security scholars also worry a lot about the state of inter-
national security . This is a reference to the possibility for war 
or collaboration between nations. The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) is a good illustration of this concept 
because it was established as a means of collective defence 
against potential security threats to North America and Eu-
rope. NATO has played a crucial role in ensuring peace and 
security throughout Europe. Human security is also a major 
focus of security research alongside military security. Protecting 
people against economic, social, and environmental hazards is 
what we mean when we talk about human security. To combat 
concerns including poverty, hunger, and climate change on a 
global scale, the United Nations created the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs). Moreover, security studies analyse the 
impact of non-state actors on security problems. Terrorist or-
ganisations, criminal gangs, and international companies all fall 
into this category. 

 
One way in which multinational businesses might affect na-

tional security is through the destruction of the environment 
and the escalation of social strife that results from their exploi-
tation of natural resources in developing countries. When it 
comes to security, foreign organisations are also taken into 
account. The United Nations is one of these groups tasked 
with fostering international stability. The United Nations’ 
peacekeeping efforts, for instance, have played a crucial role in 
averting wars and sustaining the peace in a number of different 
countries (Cox, 1981, 1983; Lijphart, 1975). Security studies is 
an expansive, multidisciplinary topic that deals with issues of 
both domestic and international safety. It is a vital area of study 
since it teaches us about the origins of security risks and how 
to counteract them. The importance of security studies in tack-
ling military, intelligence, cyber, and human security concerns is 
illustrated by real-world examples from a variety of countries. 
The study of political systems and institutions around the 
world from a comparative perspective is known as “compara-
tive politics.” It seeks to find and explain the reasons and con-
sequences of similarities and differences in political institutions, 
processes, and outcomes (Almond, 1974; Burton, 1972). 
 
 
19. Humanitarianism and Sovereignty in Foreign Rela-
tions: The Ethics of Intervening 
 

The state, in the context of comparative politics, is the enti-
ty that exercises exclusive jurisdiction over the authorised use 
of force within a delimited region. The size, strength, legitima-
cy, and form of government of different states varies widely. 
China, in contrast to the United States, which is a unitary state 
with a single-party system headed by the Communist Party, is 
organised as a federal state in which the executive, legislative, 
and judicial institutions are separated. The regime is another 
key notion in comparative politics; it encompasses the set of 

laws, norms, and institutions that define the nature and exercise 
of power. Regimes range from highly democratic to highly 
authoritarian, and from highly open to political competition to 
very closed off from civil society. In contrast to Saudi Arabia, 
which is an absolute monarchy with few political freedoms and 
few human rights, the United Kingdom is a constitutional 
monarchy with a parliamentary democracy. Third, political 
culture, or the set of norms, assumptions, and practises that all 
members of a society hold in common and use to guide their 
actions, is an important topic in comparative politics. Trust, 
involvement, and legitimacy in the political system, as well as 
the level of consensus or conflict between different groups, can 
all be affected by a country’s political culture. 

 
The political culture of the United States places a premium 

on individualism, freedom, and democracy, whereas the politi-
cal culture of Japan places a premium on collective harmony, 
consensus, and stability. In the field of comparative politics, 
various theories and methods exist, each with its own set of 
presumptions, methods, and goals. Institutionalism is one per-
spective that investigates how preexisting institutional frame-
works influence political conduct and outcomes. Why certain 
nations can maintain stable democracies or autocracies while 
others are plagued by perpetual political unrest can be ex-
plained by institutionalist theories. Germany, for instance, has 
flourished thanks in large part to the country’s well-established 
democratic institutions, such as its federal structure, its propor-
tional electoral system, and its active civil society. In contrast, 
rational choice theory takes the view that people and organisa-
tions would act rationally to maximise their own interests in 
light of all relevant knowledge and incentives. Because various 
agents make different calculations, rational choice theory can 
shed light on why certain policies or reforms are accepted while 
others are rejected. For instance, despite the obvious draw-
backs for the general populace, the adoption of neoliberal eco-
nomic policies in Chile under the Pinochet administration can 
be attributed to the desires of the country’s business elite. 

 
Culturalism is a third perspective that places an emphasis 

on how cultural factors such as identity and symbols inform 
political attitudes and actions. Culturalism helps to clarify the 
origins of national differences in the form of foreign and social 
policies. India, for one, is home to a wide variety of religious 
and cultural groups, all of which have contributed to the coun-
try’s approach to democracy, secularism, and national identity, 
as well as its interactions with its neighbours. The democratic 
peace theory is a school of thought in comparative politics that 
proposes democracies are less prone to wage conflict with one 
another than other types of government. Because of their 
shared commitment to human rights, rule of law, and civil 
freedoms, democracies are seen as having a vested interest in 
pursuing peaceful conflict resolution. For instance, despite 
some hiccups here and there, ties between the United States 
and Canada, two stable and affluent democracies, have been 
distinguished by cooperation and mutual respect. Electoral 
systems, legislatures, and courts are all examples of political 
institutions that can be studied in comparative politics. Experts 
in this discipline study these institutions to learn how they af-
fect politics in various nations. Comparative research has 
demonstrated, for instance, that election systems based on 
proportional representation lead to greater political diversity 
and coalition administrations, whereas those based on first-
past-the-post lead to the dominance of two major parties and a 
“winner-take-all” dynamic. 
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The examination of political identities and cultures is an-
other focus of comparative political science. This requires 
looking at how other cultures’ values, beliefs, and identities 
affect their political conduct and outlook. Cultural variations 
between nations in terms of individualism and collectivism, for 
instance, can affect people’ interactions with the state and their 
participation in politics, as evidenced by comparative studies. 
Examining how different nations responded to the spread of 
COVID-19 is a relatively new example of a comparative poli-
tics study. Researchers have looked at how various policy op-
tions are implemented in different nations and how that affects 
public health. Countries with higher levels of trust in govern-
ment and a stronger social safety net, for example, have been 
more successful at restricting the spread of the virus and mini-
mising its economic impact, according to some comparison 
research. Ultimately, the study of different political systems and 
institutions from around the world is what makes comparative 
politics such an essential topic of study. Researchers can learn 
more about the elements that impact political outcomes in a 
variety of settings by comparing data from a wide range of 
countries and areas. This information can be utilised to 
strengthen governments in various nations by informing policy 
decisions. The study of international relations, which includes 
the study of states’ relationships with international organisa-
tions and non-state actors, is an interdisciplinary field. 

 
Security, trade, diplomacy, and human rights are just few of 

the topics that can be illuminated by studying international 
relations. The study of security is a subfield of international 
relations. Studies in this area look at the root of violent conflict 
and how it can be avoided or resolved. Ethnic and religious 
tensions, economic disparity, and political instability are all 
examples of causes that have been examined by scholars look-
ing into the causes of civil wars in various countries. Studies 
comparing the efficacy of various conflict resolution tactics, 
including peacekeeping missions and diplomatic negotiations, 
have also been done. Global governance is a significant sub-
field in international relations. The United Nations, the World 
Trade Organization, and the International Monetary Fund are 
just a few of the international organisations and regimes that 
are analysed as part of this field of study. 

 
Scholars in this area study international organisations and 

regimes to learn more about their inner workings and the effect 
they have on international politics and policy. Research has 
been done, for instance, on the effects of free trade agreements 
on national economies and on the efficacy of the United Na-
tions Security Council in preserving world peace and security. 
The study of diplomatic ties between nations is also a part of 
international relations. This necessitates an examination of the 
foreign policy of various nations and their interactions with 
one another on the world stage. Issues including trade, human 
rights, and territorial conflicts in the South China Sea have all 
been the focus of studies on the United States and China’s 
relationship. They have also examined the diplomatic initiatives 
made to promote reconciliation and nuclear disarmament be-
tween North and South Korea. The study of globalisation and 
its effects on politics and society is also a part of international 
relations. This requires an examination of the impact of trans-
national entities, such as multinational businesses and non-
governmental organisations, on politics in various countries 
throughout the world. Some examples of such research include 
examinations of how environmental issues like climate change 

are being tackled on a global scale and how globalisation affects 
labour markets and economic inequalities in various countries. 

 
Human rights and humanitarian actions are also studied as 

part of international relations. To do so, we must analyse the 
ethical and legal foundations of international actors’ responses 
to human rights abuses and humanitarian emergencies. Scien-
tists, for instance, have investigated humanitarian aid’s impact 
on problems like food hunger and refugee crises, as well as the 
International Criminal Court’s function in prosecuting war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. In sum, the study of inter-
national relations is crucial because it sheds light on the intri-
cate workings of international politics. Researchers can learn 
more about the distinctive characteristics that influence politi-
cal outcomes in diverse settings by examining the interactions 
between nations and other international entities. With this in-
formation, policymakers will be better equipped to make deci-
sions that will lead to greater global peace and prosperity. The 
study of political conduct examines how people and groups 
think and act during elections. The study’s overarching goal is 
to learn what influences people’s political choices and how 
those choices are made. To shape the political process and 
steer policy decisions, political behaviour is crucial in any dem-
ocratic society. Voting behaviour is one of the most studied 
aspects of politics. A central subject in political science is how 
and why voters cast ballots. 

 
For instance, in the 2016 presidential election in the United 

States, numerous states that had previously voted Democrat 
voted for the Republican nominee, Donald Trump. Many ex-
perts have speculated on the causes of this change in voting 
behaviour, with some pointing to economic worry and others 
to cultural and social reasons. Social movements are another 
subfield of political science. To bring about social or political 
change, people can join together in social movements. One 
such social movement that has acquired substantial support in 
recent years is the Black Lives Matter movement in the United 
States. Some significant policy reforms have resulted from the 
movement’s efforts to bring attention to issues like police bru-
tality and structural racism. The actions of special interest or-
ganisations is another facet of politics. To shape public policy 
and administration, interest groups form. They speak for a 
wide range of organisations, from trade unions to businesses to 
lobbying groups. The National Rifle Association (NRA) is a 
powerful lobbying organisation that has shaped gun laws at the 
federal and state levels in the United States. The act of taking 
part in politics is also crucial. 

 
The term “political engagement” describes the actions 

people take to affect the political system. Participating in the 
political process can take many forms, such as casting a ballot, 
going to a rally or protest, writing a letter to the editor, or even 
running for office. Efforts have been undertaken to enhance 
youth participation in politics in various countries. In Brazil, 
for instance, the voting age is lowered to 16, and the govern-
ment runs initiatives to get young people involved in govern-
ment. Studies in political psychology are also important. The 
study of the psychological influences on political attitudes and 
actions is the focus of political psychology. For instance, re-
search has shown that those with a high level of authoritarian-
ism tend to back authoritarian politicians and policies. There is 
evidence that many who backed former US President Donald 
Trump held authoritarian views. The study of public opinion is 
also important in the study of political behaviour. The term 
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“public opinion” is used to describe the general people’s point 
of view on a given political issue. To better serve their constit-
uents, politicians must have a firm grasp of public opinion in 
order to craft policies that reflect their priorities. 

 
Public opinion polls were essential in determining the Brex-

it discussion in the United Kingdom, with results revealing that 
a majority of Brits supported withdrawing from the European 
Union. Lastly, the study of political communication is a sub-
field of political behaviour that investigates the transmission 
and reception of political communications. Public opinion and 
political conduct can be significantly influenced by effective 
political communication. Politicians’ usage of Twitter, Face-
book, and other social media platforms has grown in promi-
nence in recent years in the United States. Obama’s social me-
dia efforts during his 2008 presidential campaign were innova-
tive and effective. In conclusion, political conduct is an im-
portant subfield of political science that investigates the factors 
that influence the choices that individuals and groups make in 
the political arena. Voting behaviour, social movements, inter-
est groups, participation in politics, political psychology, public 
opinion, and political communication are all included. To bet-
ter understand how to affect policy decisions and sustain a 
healthy and vibrant democracy, the study of political behaviour 
is crucial for policymakers and citizens alike. 
 
 
20. Limitations 
 

The study’s scope and methods are limited, but that’s to be 
expected with any research. The first problem is the disparity in 
the quality and quantity of international data. Several potential-
ly relevant aspects may have been under- or over-accounted for 
due to differences in data collection and reporting methodolo-
gies. Furthermore, political systems and institutions are in a 
perpetual state of change, therefore it is possible that the data 
used in this study may not accurately reflect the current situa-
tion or recent developments. The neglect of other areas of 
political science is a further restriction. Although this study 
aspires to present a holistic review of political science, it will 
inevitably be impossible to delve into every subfield and topic 
in the same depth. Thus, there may be gaps or omissions in 
coverage. Additionally, language and cultural limitations hinder 
the scope of this study. This study may not have been able to 
capture all of the intricacies and complexities of each country’s 
political system and culture because political science research is 
undertaken in different languages and is impacted by diverse 
cultural viewpoints. Furthermore, this study has limitations due 
to the researchers’ intrinsic biases and their subjective interpre-
tation of the findings. While we have taken every effort to pro-
vide the data in an objective manner, it is likely that our own 
preconceptions and prejudices have clouded our judgement. In 
spite of these caveats, the research presents a useful overview 
of political science and draws attention to some of the major 
concepts and theories that inform our understanding of politi-
cal systems and institutions worldwide. 
 
 
21. Future Research and Way Forward 
 

This study gives a wide-ranging introduction to political 
science, although further investigation and discovery are still 
needed. Many avenues could be explored in future studies to 

deepen our familiarity with and comprehension of governmen-
tal structures and processes. To begin with, further research 
could be done into the areas of political science that were 
glossed over here. To get a fuller perspective of the field as a 
whole, studies could examine several subfields, such as political 
psychology, public administration, and political geography. 
Second, more research needs to be done to determine the ex-
tent to which distinct branches of political science interact with 
one another and with other disciplines like economics, sociolo-
gy, and history. We can learn more about the elements that 
affect political systems and institutions by looking at the con-
nections between various academic disciplines. Third, more 
comparative study may be done to highlight the parallels and 
distinctions between political systems and institutions in vari-
ous locations. This could entail contrasting various national or 
regional political systems, or contrasting certain elements of 
those systems, including voting procedures, political parties, or 
legislative bodies. Finally, developing trends and difficulties 
affecting political systems and institutions worldwide could be 
the topic of future study. The growth of populism and authori-
tarianism; the effects of technical progress on political institu-
tions; the difficulties created by globalisation and environmen-
tal crises are all possible areas for investigation. It will be crucial 
for researchers to work together across disciplines and employ 
novel research methodologies and procedures if they are to 
succeed in achieving these aims. We may better grasp the dy-
namic and ever-changing world of politics and contribute to 
the direction of our respective countries by continuing to in-
vestigate and broaden our understanding of political science. 
 
 
22. Conclusion 
 

Political theory, comparative politics, international relations, 
public policy, political economics, political behaviour, envi-
ronmental politics, women and politics, global governance, 
human rights, political communication, and security studies are 
only some of the topics covered in this article. While trying to 
make sense of the various political systems, institutions, and 
actors present in the world, each of these factors is crucial. The 
practicality and importance of these ideas were demonstrated 
with real-world examples from a variety of countries. The inner 
workings of political systems and their effects on society can be 
better understood if these various aspects are examined and 
comprehended. Although this study set out to provide a thor-
ough introduction to the several subfields of political science, it 
by no means exhausts the possibilities for further research. Not 
all countries or regions were included in the examples given, 
and there are likely many other cases that may be studied. The 
paper has certain flaws, but all studies have. There are un-
doubtedly other scenarios that could have been included, and 
the examples given do not provide a complete picture. The 
study is also constrained by the accessibility and credibility of 
data and sources. Moving forward, study can be done to delve 
even further into these topics and provide even more illustra-
tive instances. Future research could also investigate the inter-
play between these factors and how they affect political sys-
tems and outcomes. Ultimately, political science is a vast and 
intricate discipline that calls for a holistic method of study. We 
can learn more about the inner workings of political systems 
and their effects on societies if we keep studying and analysing 
these many topics. 
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